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discuss  -  In  this  research  -  the  

great Iraqi inventor Wafa Abdel 

Razzaq in her very short story series 

(Shillet Others), the group that won 

the first place of the Nazik Al-

Mala'iq Award in the very short 

story art of 2013, through the 

technologies we see most commonly 

in  this  group,  And  what  the  reader,  

critic, and recipient, in the very short 

stories and deposited in it. Perhaps 

we  will  reveal  this  through  study,  

criticism and analysis through the 

following research and monetary 

literature (opening words)  : -  

1. Title lattice. 2. The poetry of 

irony 3. Location and time4. 

Language poetry. 
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Therefore,  it  was  necessary  to  spot  the  

light on the efforts made by Arab women 

in the world of literary creativity, through 

the stories created by them in which they 

unleashed their ideas and perceptions, and 

hopes in life, and the Algerian woman is a 

pioneer  in  the  writing  of  novels  ,  such  as:  

AhlamMostaganemi, Asia Jabbar, Fadila 

Farouk,the first instigators of women's 

writing in Algeria began to emerge after 

the French occupation, where the Algerian 

women emerged with heroism and 

courage, which enabled them to launch in 

search of themselves to discover 

their intellectual and literary capabilities. 

The activist and writer ZohourOunissi, one 

of the pioneers who were able to penetrate 

the barriers and impose their presence in 

The literary arena, and express their ideas 

with courage, taking the genre of the novel 

as  a  way  to  convey  their  hopes  and  

aspirations. 

Has Arab women managed to impose 

themselves in novel and draw a prominent 

place in front of male domination? What 

are the aspects that the novelist 

"ZohourOunissi" has revealed in her 

novels?  Was  she  able  to  stand  out  as  a  

woman and a writer? 

Keywords: Women, The Algerian novel , 

Writer ZohourOunissi . 

THE ALGERIAN WOMAN AND THE 

EXPERIENCE OF NARRATIVE WRITING 

- The novelist ZohorOunissi as a Model - 

Abstract:  

This study aims to highlight the 

Algerian women's novelist production of 

the novelist Zohourwanisi, who entered the 

world of fiction writing from It widest of 

its doors, and occupied a prominent place 

in it, she is a present witness for the quality 

spaces , deriving from literary creativity, 

because of the culture and knowledge she 

gained, that’s why she was always present 

and she created for herself a  prominent 

place in the literary arena,and a space in 

the production of novel work, which 

received great attention from the feminist 

side based on the celebration of self pride , 

where the novel work contributed to raise 

women's aspirations as a human being 

looking for freedom, equality and equity of 

male societies, but the ambitions of these 

women on the other hand, it still bordered 

by local spiritual and social values, which 

is a safety valve for the structure of the 

family, which is the nucleus of society, that 

becomes healthy and well if she is, and  the 

opposite is true. 
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Le terme « écriture féministe » 

est un problème qui a été impliqué 

dans divers problèmes 

psychologiques, biologiques et 

sociaux, le chercheur se trouve en 

conflit entre ceux qui rejettent le 

terme et ceux qui le soutiennent, ce 

qui nous conduit à rèpondre aux 

questions qui touchent à écriture 

féministe. A travers unevue générale 

autour des stations critiques 

contemporaines occidentales et 

arabes et son attitude envers ce 

problème. EN essayant de trouver 

des raisons suffisantes pour 

confirmer la spécificité du problème. 

du discours féministe,qui est 

correctement assimilé par ses 

adversaires.ET cela à travers une 

émergence d’un ensmble des 

théories sociales des mouvements 

politiques et des philasophies 

éthiques et esthétiques mobilisés par 

des motifs relatifs aux soucis de la 

femme dont les féministes se mettent 

d’accord sur objectif de mettre fin 

aux formes de conqu te du genre 

sexuel. 
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Abstract 

This intervention attempts to read 

the effort of Dr. Andalusian Huda 

Shaukat Bhattam Field of the 

realization of the Andalusian 

heritage and study. 

The doctor specialized in this 

field and was active in this area 

despite the retirement and exit from 

the academic forum, but students 

and researchers are still attending 

the flag and knocking on the door to 

benefit from its resources in the 

study of Andalusian literature and 

study,  and  welcomed  this  study  in  

the  evidence  will  be  in  The  

biography of Dr. Huda Shawkat and 

the second axis, which is the focus 

of the investigation and will include 

three books. 

And through the investigative 

effort, academic and teaching will 

get results for this intervention. 
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30 où elle encourageait l'éducation féminine 
et combattait certaines traditions. Ces écrits 
ont  été  le  début  des  écrits  féminins  qui  ont  
été réalisés par des femmes qui font parties à 
des parts politique et non politique. Après 
l'indépendance et la demande croissante du 
pays en matière d'éducation des femmes et 
leurs participations aux associations 
féminines, ces écrits ont différé. Et dans les 
débuts des années 80, le Maroc va connaitre 
plus de changements politiques, 
économiques et sociaux, ce qui a renforcé 
l'apparition du journal féminin "8Mars". Ce 
dernier, signifie l'historique militant de la 
femme et produit un changement radical 
dans la presse féminine marocaine. Cette 
expérience a permis d'augmenter la presse 
féminine écrite, et de diversifier ses sujets en 
différentes langues mais surtout en arabe. 
Dans l'histoire actuelle, les écrits vont 
connaitre une évolution avec la presse 
électronique et l'internet, ce qui permettra sa 
propagation au niveau national et 
international. 

 

 

 

Résumer 

Au cours du XIXe siècle, la rupture des 
rôles traditionnels des femmes dans le 
monde est devenue un véritable choc des 
conflits permanents et changeants, qui 
s’appliquent à la fois au monde occidental et 
arabe, avec des paradoxes dans le temps et 
dans l’espace. Face à ce nouveau 
changement et avec le début de la diffusion 
de  l'éducation  des  filles,  les  femmes  ont  
adopté l'écriture comme moyen 
d'expression, de leurs statuts, leurs 
ambitions et leurs présences en tant 
qu'agents de sensibilisation pour les autres 
femmes. Cette écrit entrera dans la catégorie 
des étiquettes artificielles de la littérature et 
des institutions de ce qui est devenu connu 
comme "Les écrits féminins" ou "la 
littérature  féminine",  pour  la  différer  et  la  
distinguer des écrits masculins accumulés. 

Dans ce climat contraire à ce qui prévalait, 
le journalisme féminin a apparu en Europe 
dans un premier lieu et c'est propagé par la 
suite dans les pays arabe dont le Maroc vu 
que ce dernier a connu des changements 
politiques et culturels pendant la période 
coloniale (Française et Espagnole), ce qui a 
mené à l'émergence de l'éducation des 
femmes. Malika ELFASSI, est considérée 
comme la pionnière du journalisme féminin 
et de l'écriture féminine au Maroc dans les 
années  
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. .  
-    

and cruelty of life have imposed on them 
for the tribe's need for those who defend 
them and repel the enemies. 

And  the  woman  poet  in  the  Islamic  era,  
expressed interest in the newborn / child 
and his psychological state, and declared 
love  to  her  child  and  attached  to  it  with  
feelings full  of emotion and tenderness,  as 
well as to Tarkizha him and attached to her 
chest, and there is no doubt that this 
notification and the overall impact in the 
case of the child psychological shows the 
effects later, 

-On the cultural side: The research will 
present some of the poems of women in 
the period studied and their impact on the 
cultural and intellectual life in the Islamic 
era and later periods. The great Islamic and 
Abbasid poets took their poems 
meaningfully, reflecting their role in the 
cultural scene. Was especially important in 
women's poetry because it had an impact 
on the development of the literary and 
intellectual life of the society at the time 

 

The  impact  of  women's  poetry  in  
the Islamic era in building society 

This study attempts to explain the impact 
of feminist poetry on the building of the 
individual and society through the 
following axes: 

-On the political side: The research on this 
aspect reviews the remarks made by 
women  in  the  caliphs,  princes  or  pimps,  
praise, lamentation, pride or others that 
have an impact on them, and perhaps 
because of them, they made a certain 
decision, such as pardon, tender or 
otherwise For its courageous attitude 
towards the events that have afflicted the 
Muslim community in that era. 

- On the social side: It appears through the 
poems  of  women  who  sang  and  glorified  
the good qualities that should be owned by 
members of the community and we mean: 
parents, couples, children, brothers and 
others. 

In most of the poetic purposes that women 
have addressed, some of them are 
mentioned in praise, lamentation, pride and 
even spinning. 

- On the psychological side: Since the pre-
Islamic era, the Arabs have cared for their 
children, especially males, and this is what 
the nature  
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The researcher has arrived at 
many conclusions, among them is 
that:    

-   the educational and literary 
values mentioned by Om 
kulthumbint Ali bin abiTalib 
(PBUT) give motivation for 
investigating the literary and 
educational values used by 
Arabs   in  the  traditional  
sources. 

 The researcher has many 
recommendations, among them is:  

- Increasing the interests of the 
educational institutions in the 
authentic sources of Arabic 
scholars and taking benefit 
from their educational and 
literary values.     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Abstract 

Muslims derived their values, 
ideas, and beliefs that guide their 
behavior and practical life from the 
Glorious Quran and the Prophet 
Mohammed tradition. These 
principles arrived at Muslims' minds 
and the systems of the Islamic 
society. They became the frame of 
their life employed in a coherent and 
complete web of applications that 
embodied these principles.  These 
principles became an important 
factor for social discipline for 
individuals and society as well. 

 The Muslim woman took her 
role  in  establishing  the  principles  of  
virtue and constructing a pleased 
society that is full of goodness, 
giving, and peace. There are many 
women who have a bright role in the 
fields  of  education  and  arts.  One  of  
these women is Um Kulthumbint 
Imam Ali bin abiTalib (PBUT) in 
her sermon to Kufa people.  Her 
sermon is full of literary and 
educational values that were derived 
from the Glorious Quran, her 
grandfather the prophet Mohammed 
(PBUH)  ,  and  her  father  Imam  Ali  
bin abiTalib (PBUH) who is  famous 
for his eloquence. Um Kulthum 
employed in her sermon (7) 
educational values that occurred (23) 
times and (23) literary values ( 16) 
times.  
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devoted to a review of the most 
famous female figures and their field 
of specialization in religious 
sciences (fekh,hadith)because the 
era of writing the book (the Mamluk 
era) were interested in this type of 
women and those who made the trip 
heard her like RIBEA AL-
ADAWYA  who  was  then  taught  to  
students of science , including 
SUFYIN  AL-THOrE  ,  and  some  of  
them were scientific license ,the 
subject of the request to practice the 
profesion such as ALSHEKHA 
AFEFA BENT ABE BAKR, the 
third topic dealt with the 
presentation of the translation of 
women in other areas such as poetry 
or  rhetoric  as  well  as  the  role  of  
women  in  philanthropy  as  well  as  
the conclusion of the research and a 
list of sources . 

((Arab muslim women and 
their role in intellectual life 
through a book the dahabe 748 of 
the  author  al-  ((seyar  aalim  al  
noballa  (women  are  half  of  the  
society)the saying has been related a 
lot from since ancient times she had 
important aspects of life as well as 
her family role ,which we will try to 
highlight by reviewing its in the 
book of the( al-dahabe author 748 
e)(eeyr aalim alnobali),who has dealt 
with celebrity translations of the 
ISLAMIC community for seven 
centuries  ,  the  author  is  a  prominent  
figure and his writings (more thin 
215 books) ,are a basic source for 
every researcher in the field of 
ISLAMIC history ,and the women 
certainly have an important role to 
play  ,  so  I  will  address  the  authors  
position  on  Islamic  society  ,it  refers  
to  its  role  in  the  scientific  and  
intellectual life and what it achieved 
through an introduction and three 
axe ,the first topic was concerned 
with a brief study of the diography 
of the author ,(his family 
,origins,cognitive interests , 
scientific career),and other scientific 
interest , Then his scientific method 
in writing the book. The second 
topic was  
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Some mand-made laws do not a 
(disciplinary method) because the wife 
may be abused in a big or small degree. 
This law should protect wholly in return to 
the right which is given to the husband to 
correct her.  

Regional and international confenences in 
case of present recommendations to the 
organizations specialized in human rights 
to influence the laws which give a husband 
the right to correct his wife. 

The researcher adopted this object 
according to investigating plan dealing 
with concept of disciplinary act and its 
validity in the first section. In section two, 
the limiting restrictions are studied for a 
husband against his wife, And the effects 
of the new legislations in increasing these 
restrictions and tightening them. The third 
and last section, deals with the 
responsibility against correcting the 
husband for his wife. The limitation of this 
research is bound to Iraqi criminal law and 
family violence law in Kurdistan region 
and violence law against Tunisian women 
which is endorsed by the Tunisian 
Parliament in the twenty six the July 
twenty seventeth. 

 

 

 

.

  
The  Effects of New Legislations on Law 
Value for a Husband to Show 
Disciplinary at Against His Wife. 

Disciplinary right is considered the 
first right which human beings knew and 
this authority of the parent which includes 
his absolute sovereanty against all his 
family members and this concept is 
knowlge  by  Arabs  as  well  and  Islamic  
legislation recognized the right for the 
male parent but this right is not absolute 
because  of  the  wife’s  rights  of  good  
relations and exchange of respect and 
kindness without and moral mischances. 
The man-made laws have recognized the 
disciplinary right and made it an aspect of 
using that right which is concedred two 
main cause of dermission, besides, other 
aspects, such as practicing good deeds, 
sport games, using controlled violence 
against the criminal act. But there have 
been some Arab punition laws which 
recognized this general principle to use the 
right as reason permission leaving for 
theology, and judicial jurisdiction 
determines the details for this case. As is 
done by the Egyption legislator, who is 
objected by the Iraqi legislator in the right 
of the parent to show disciplinary act 
against his wife. 
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Abstract 

     The purpose of this study is to 
identify the compatibility of Palestinian 
woman to her functional role in the 
Palestinian society and the effecting 
factors. The researcher adopted the 
empirical descriptive approach using 
interviews. The sample of the study 
consisted of (69) persons selected through 
random cluster sampling from Palestinian 
society working and experts in women 
field.    

         The finding of the study showed 
the rate of persons who support women 
working in any field was (48%) , and the 
rate  who  support  her  work  in  all  field  
except those rejected by society and 
traditions, and need physical efforts, and 
special personal character was ( 39%) , and 
the rate who reject her work outside her 
home was (13%) . The finding discussed 
the effecting factors of the women 
acceptance in function in the Palestinian 
society.    

     Based on the findings the researcher 
recommended the need of unleash women 
defining their functional  role,  and proving 
themselves according to their ability, and 
to open all the opportunities for women in 
all functional field  in the  society, and give 
them the freedom to decide what they 
want. 

Key Words: the compatibility, 
Palestinian woman, functional role, 
Palestinian society.  
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Abstract 

Extremism & Violence are an old 

phenomenon in human societies. It 

is as old as the human race. Which 

have been associated continuously 

with social community. There is no 

doubt that physical aggression to 

women produces pain as well as 

psychological problems. It afflicts 

the human taste of humiliation 

which distanced from the human 

dignity created by God, therefore a 

humiliated weak helpless woman, 

won't have capacity to raise a 

generation. In addition to that the 

strength of man and his temper and 

authority won't be considered as an 

excuse to insult women, and 

degradation of human dignity. God 

who make this force and strength 

that characterizes men to protect, 

maintain and defend women. At the 

same  time  women  are  the  positive  

factor of change, progress within her 

family and society. 
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Notre communication se propose 

de présenter quelques éléments de 

réflexion sur la présence de la 

femme dans la sphère politique 

marocaine. Nous essayerons de voir 

à travers une revue de lecture 

féminine pourquoi la représentativité 

politique de la femme demeure 

manifestement limitée eu égard à son 

rôle socio-économique et à sa 

présence dans d’autres sphères 

d’activité. Nous essayerons de 

relever à travers ces écrits qui 

suscitent de plus en plus d’intérêt les 

facteurs qui entravent cette 

représentativité et les propositions 

formulées comme perspectives à 

même de dépasser cette situation. 
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wife of the Caliph Al-Rashid (1) 70 e 787 

m  to  193  e  809  m),  the  mother  of  the  

secretary (193 e 809 m to 198 e 814 m (As 

they played a major role in this matter, 

taking advantage of their influence in the 

caliphs, and they did not hesitate to follow 

all  methods  of  conspiracies  and  schemas  

and  others  in  order  to  achieve  their  

personal goals, help them in this around 

them  from  the  people  of  the  court  and  

followers and workers, Not insignificant 

strength and influence on the caliphs, and 

all this was at a time when the Abbasid 

Caliphate at the height of its strength and 

prosperity and perhaps this was one of the 

most important reasons that led to the 

weakness of the Abbasid Caliphate. 

 

The role of political women in 
Islam (the state of the Covenant in 
the first Abbasid period as a 
model) (132 AH / 750 CE - 232 AH 
/ 847 AD) 

It is supposed to be the mandate of the 
Covenant and its covenants and covenants 
sacred and to be respected by the caliphs 
and maintain their application in order to 
have prestige and respect in the public, but 
what happened in the Abbasid period in 
general and the first Abbasid era - the 
subject  of  our  study  -  In  fact,  some of  the  
caliphs canceled these covenants and 
forced  their  owners  to  relinquish  the  
various methods of encouragement and 
intimidation with them. The issue of 
holding or revoking the covenant was 
related to the personal caliphate and the 
whims of the surrounding blocs within the 
Abbasid court. 

Here  we discuss  the  role  of  women in  the  
state of the Covenant during the first 
Abbasid period (132 AH / 750 AD - 232 
AH  /  847  AD).  We  try  to  clarify  that  the  
holding of the Covenant and its annulment 
was not restricted to the whims of men 
from the caliphs and the masses 
surrounding them. In the first Abbasid 
period, two important figures emerged: the 
bamboo (v. 173 AH / 789 CE), the wife of 
the caliph al-Mahdi (158 AH / 775 AD _ 
169) Al-Rashid (170 AH 787 AD to 193 
AH 809 AD) and Zubaidah (216 AH / 831 
AD), 
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Résumé 

L’ouvrage de Laila bent Amer 

al-Kahtani intitulé  «  La relation de 

plan intérieur d’habitat saoudien 

moderne avec la mobilité humaine » 

est un livre consacré à l’architecture 

d’intérieur « design ».  Notre objectif  

dans cette communation est de faire 

une lecture spécifique de ce 

document écrit  dans le but d’étudier 

l’architecture intérieure de la maison 

moderne en Arabie Saoudite et son 

lien avec la femme saoudienne  et ce 

sous divers aspects : culturel, 

connaitre  son rôle dans l’écriture  

architecturale dans la société 

musulmane ; technique : découvrir 

l’architecture d’intérieur saoudite, 

plan, décor, la lumière, la couleur, le 

mobilier,  et  enfin   aspect  relatif  à  

l’occupation de l’espace pour des 

fonctions de logement .  
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Acquisition of English Temporal
Prepositions by Students

of College of Education for
Women at Al Iraqia University

 

Asst. Prof. Abeer Hadi Salih
 University Baghdad Iraq 

Abstract 

This study is about English 
temporal prepositions, as they are 
defined as words like (of  in and to) 

are mostly followed by nouns  

pronouns or noun phrases to form 
prepositional phrases'' (Stageberg  

1981  169).  The  study  tackled  the  

time prepositions specifically (on  

in  at). It contains five sections  the 

first three sections include 
theoretical side of the study 
including background about types of 
prepositions that are (time  place  

instrument and cause) (Quirk- et al. 
1973  14). The  
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fourth section contains the test that 

was applied to a group of students 

accordingly. After that, an analysis 

was made to prepositions of time, 

especially the three famous 

prepositions  (on,  in,  at).  The  last  

section includes the conclusions of 

the test.The study aims at the 

following: 

1. Finding out the areas of difficulty 

that Iraqi EFL learners 

face in the acquisition of English 

temporal prepositions. 

2. Shedding light on the role that the 

mother tongue plays in the learning 

of this lexis   . 

The study has come up with the 

following conclusions: 

1. Iraqi students can easily acquire 

and use the time preposition (in) in 

the right position more than (at and 

on) 

2.  As  a  result  from  the  test,  it  

appears that the preposition (at) is 

much easier than (on) in acquisition 

and usage in written tests . 

3.The most mistakable preposition to 

Iraqi students is (on) 

This study has a great benefit to all 

students of English language and its 

teachers because it highlights an 

important area in teaching 

prepositions to Iraqi learners of 

English as a foreign language in 

Iraq. 

Section One  

1.1The problem of the study: 

There are several difficulties faced 

by EFL learners and the order in 

which learners   acquire certain 

structures.  This  search  is  a  trial  to  

find the difficulties concerning 

acquiring English prepositions 

specifically time prepositions (in, 

on, at). It specified to search for 

these difficulties and highlights 

them and suggests some solutions to 

face the obstacles during the period 

of acquisition.  

1.2Aims of the study: 

1- Studying the areas of difficulty 

facedbycollege studentsin 

acquiring English temporal 

prepositions. 
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2- Pinpointing the role that the 

mother tongue plays in 

acquiringEnglish temporal 

prepositions. 

3- Identifying the developmental 

sequence of English temporal 

prepositionsbycollege 

students. 

1.3Hypotheses of the study. 

The study hypothesizes that: - 

1- The acquisition of English 

temporal prepositions by college 

studentswill follow developmental 

routes, from one stage to another. 

2- The order of difficulty 

corresponds to the order of 

acquisition of English temporal 

prepositions under investigation of 

the list. 

1.4 Procedures of the study. 

The procedures to be followed in 

this study include: 

1. Providing a theoretical 

background of English temporal 

prepositions. 

2. Discussing, quantifying, and 

statistically tabulating the results. 

 

1.5Limits of the study:- 

The  study  is  limited  to  a  cross  -  

sectional sample of 60 college 

students at the second and third 

stages of the undergraduate study at 

the department of English, college of 

education for women,AL Iraqia 

University in the academic year 

2016-2017.More specifically, thirty 

students are equally selected from 

each of the two academic stages. 

Besides, in this study, three English 

temporal prepositions are 

investigated, namely (at,on, in). 

1.6Value of the study:- 

The present study is expected to be 

of some value to teachers, syllabus 

designer since it will identify areas 

of difficulty that learners faced in 

learning this aspect of English, and 

diagnoses thepoints of strength and 

weakness in the learning of English 

temporal prepositions. This will 

eventually lead to a better learning 

situation of the language which is, in 

turn, the aims of all applied 

linguistics studies. 
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Section Two 

2.1 Definition of the preposition. 

       The word prepositionis 

originally Latin (praepotio) 

composed of two parts (prae_ 

before)  and  (patio _ position) the 

meaning  of  the  two parts  refers  to  a  

word which precedes other elements 

in the sentence, particularly nouns or 

pronouns.(curme,1931, 561). 

       A preposition is  a  term  used  in  

grammatical classification of words 

referring to the set of uninflected 

items which express a relation 

between  two  entities,  nouns   or  

pronouns that they govern with other 

words (Quirk et al,1985, 657) , 

(Biber et al ,1999, 74) , (Crystal , 

2003, 368) and (Crystal , 2006, 383). 

Structuralists, like Bloomfield, 

Fries, Stageberg, and others define 

prepositions, as words like of, in and 

to which are mostly followed by 

nouns, pronouns, or noun phrases to 

form prepositional phrases '' 

(Stagberg ,1981,169). 

To the transformationalists, a 

preposition is a semantically 

depicted through transformation. 

They believe that every noun phrase 

implies the presence of a 

preposition, and that preposition is 

defined  with  terms  of  the  

interactional relationship between a 

verb and a noun in a sentence 

(Jakobson and Rosenbaum, 

1968,136).English prepositions are 

formally classified into two main 

kinds: one word - preposition and 

more than one word - 

preposition.Most of common 

English prepositions such as in, at 

and on are simple prepositions 

which consist of one word, others 

consist of more than one _ word, and 

they are called complex like in front 

of, andout of. (Quirk et al,1985,665). 

2.2Types of Prepositions. 

From a semantic perspective, a 

major use of prepositions is to relate 

things or people in different ways. 

Prepositions can express a relation 

between two entities, one of which 

represented by a prepositional 

phase.  According  to  Quirk  et  al  

(1985, 673 -709). 
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Prepositional meaning can be 

classified into three major 

classifications under three headings:- 

I.  Time  relations  include  (time 

position, during,etc.) 

II. Space relations include (space, 

passage, motion, etc.) 

III. Other abstract relation such as 

(manner, quantity, cause, etc.) 

In the most general terms, 

prepositions express a relation 

between two entities, one being that 

represented by prepositional 

complement.  

Of  the  different  kinds  of  relational 

meaningsthose of TIME and 

PLACEare the most famous and 

easy to identify.Other meanings such 

as INSTRUMENT and CAUSE 

may also be recognized.As to the 

present study, it is mainly limited to 

certain types of English temporal 

prepositions. This selection of 

prepositions is based on Clark's 

complexity Hypothesis.  

The following types will be 

explained in some detail: 

1- about                            2- after                            

3-  at                     4- by                      

5-before                         6-during                     

7-for                                 8- from                            

9-in                                   10- on                             

11- since                         12- through 

 

2.3 Definitionsof Each Type of 

Temporal Prepositions. 

A temporal preposition: is a word 

which is used to describe the 

position of an event in 

time.(www.firstschool.com ) 

1-About                   

It is one of the related prepositions 

which has a temporal function as: 

Last night I came back home 

about eleven. 

(www.dorar–ALIraq.Net). 

 2- AT 

 We use at with time 

At 5 o'clock _ at 11.45_at midnight 

_at lunchtime  

 

Tom usually gets up at 7 o'clock. 

We use at in these expressions :At 

night _ at Christmas _ at the moment 
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/ at present _ atthe  same  time  _  at 

weekends _ at the age of… 

3- IN 

We use in for longer periods of time. 

In  April  _  in 1986 _ in winter  _  in 

the 19th century _ in the 1970s _ in 

the morning (s) / in the afternoon (s) 

/ in the evening (s) 

In +  period  of  time  =  a  time  in the 

future: 

Jack will be back in a week. 

The train will leave in a  few  

minutes. 

 

In + how long it takes to do 

something 

I learned to drive in four weeks. 

4- FOR 

We use for +  a  period  of  time  

expressing duration 

For six years _ for two hours _ for a 

week. 

I 've lived in this house for six 

years. 

They have been watching TV for 

two hours. 

5- ON 

We use on with dates and days 

On 12 March _ on Friday (s) _ on 

Friday morning (s) 

On Sunday afternoon(s) _ on 

Saturday night(s) 

On Christmas  Day  (but  at  

Christmas) 

6- DURING 

We use during +  noun  to  say  when  

something happens 

During the  film  _  during our 

holiday _ during  the right 

We met a lot of interesting people 

during our holiday 

I fell asleep during the film. 

7- SINCE 

We use since +  a  starting  point,  a  

specific time 

Since April _ since 1992 _ since 8 

o'clock 

It has been raining since one 

o'clock. 

They 'veknown each other since 

they were at school. 

8- FROM – TO 

We use from – to + beginning and 

end of a period 

Last evening we watched TV from 

5 to 8 o'clock. 
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9- UNTIL / TILL       

We use until / till to say how long a 

situation continues 

Let's wait until it  stops  raining.  I  

stayed in bed until half past nine. 

Section Three- Data Elicitation 

3.1 Elicitation procedure. 

In order to gain information about 

the nature of thelearners inter 

language, an elicitation procedure 

must be designed toput constrains 

upon the learner so that he/she is 

forced to make choicesin a restricted 

area of phonological, lexical, or 

syntacticcomplete. (Corder, 

1973,61).An elicitation procedure 

refers to the method of obtaining 

reliablelinguistic data 

frominformants:either 

actualutterances orjudgments about 

utterances  

(cf .Spolsky, 1989).The present 

study has designed one technique of 

data elicitation iscomprehension  

technique that is in order to 

understand the linguistic systems of 

secondlanguage  learners , and to get 

valid data conclusions about 

thelanguage acquisition process, 

such systems must be inferred 

bymeans of analyzing  

comprehension and production data 

(Brown,1980 ,167).The present 

chapter reports on the research 

methodology of the work to fulfill 

the aims of the study. 

3.2 Subjects. 

The data examined in this study have 

been collected directlyfrom a cross-

sectional random sample drawn from 

2nd and 3rd yearIraqi college students, 

in  the  department  of  English  of  the  

college ofeducation for women at Al 

Iraqia University during the 

academic year2015-2016.The total 

number of subjects is 60 

subjects,(30) students are recruited 

from each academic stage.They are 

aged between 18-20 years old.The 

reason behind choosing subjects 

from these two stages is todetermine 

the nature of any developmental 

differences in L2acquisition of 

English temporal prepositions. All 

the subjects are native speakers of 

Arabic language, and have 
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receivedabout 8-10 years of formal 

English. 

3.3Instruments. 

Data elicitation in the present study 

aims at obtaining representative 

sample of the lexis under 

investigation from Iraqi 

EFLlearners.The instrument devised 

to elicit the acquisition of English 

temporalprepositions by Iraqi EFL 

learners is comprehension.More 

specifically, it consists of the 

multiple - choice test.The items of 

the test have been selected from text 

book (English language in use: by 

Murphy: 2004).The idea behind such 

selection is to offer authentic 

examples rather than invented ones. 

3.3.1Multiple _Choice Test 

A multiple – choice test is a form of 

assessment in whichrespondents are 

asked to select the best possible 

answer out of thechoices from a 

list.Multiple choice items consist of 

a stem and a set of potions.The stem 

is the beginning part of the item that 

presents the item asa problem to be 

solved, or an incomplete statement 

to be complete. 

The options are the possible answers 

that the examinee can selectfrom, 

with the correct answer called the 

key and the incorrectanswers called 

distracters,  only  one  answer  can  be  

keyed as correct (Larsen, 2011, 164). 

3.4Reliability and Validity 

The reliability of the test refers to the 

consistency of ameasurement, i.e., 

how consistent test scores are 

fromone measurement to another. 

The more consistent test scores are 

on different occasions, the more 

reliable the test is and vice versa. 

(Brown, 1987: 220).Validity of the 

test, on the other hand, is the extent 

towhich the test measures what it is 

intended to measure and nothing 

else. (ibid, 221). 

Section Four - Data Analysis: 

4.1Preliminary: 

Second language acquisition or 

sequential languageacquisition, is to 

learn a second language after the 

first language isalready acquired 

(Brown, 2007, 7).Inter language is a 
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language created by learners of 

asecond language; it is a mixture of a 

target language and thelearner's first 

language.It has emerged and 

developed by learner of second 

language whohas not become fully 

proficient yet, but is only 

approximating thetarget language 

(Loewen and reindeers, 2011, 98). 

The present study investigates the 

acquisition of Englishtemporal 

prepositions  by  Iraqi  EFL  learners 

and also it attempts  tofind out  the 

difficulties  which learners  might  

face  during the acquisition  process. 

To do so,60 IraqiEFL learners at two 

academic stages are asked todo one 

comprehensive test. The results 

obtained are statistically analyzed. 

4.2 Errors Taxonomy. 

Error  analysis  (EA)  is  a  type  of  

linguistic analysis that focuseson the 

errors learners make (Crystal, 2003: 

165). Errors are governed by rules, 

and appear because of the 

learner'sknowledge of the rules of 

the target language are incomplete, 

theyoccur repeatedly and not 

recognized by the learner. 

(Keshavarz, 2012, 61) 

Errors are significant in three 

different ways. First to the teacher, 

that they tell him, if he undertakes a 

systematic analysis, how far towards 

the goal the leaner has progressed 

and, consequently, what remains for 

the learner to learn. 

Second, they provide the researcher 

with the evidence of howlanguage is 

learnt or acquired, what strategies or 

procedures thelearner is employing 

in his discovery of the language. 

Thirdly  (  and  in  a  sense  this  is  their  

most important aspect) they 

areindispensable to the learner 

himself, because we can regard 

thecommitting mistakesis a device 

the learner uses in order to 

learn.(Corder, 1981, 10 f). 

4.3Interlingua Transfer. 

Transfer  is  the  influence  of  a  

learner's first language on 

theacquisition of the language being 

acquired (Crystal, 2003, 471).It is 

the use of past learning habits to 

similar or different situations.Most 
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studies on language transfer focus 

mainly on the influence offirst 

language on second language or inter 

language (De Angles and Selinker, 

2001, 42). 

For most researchers, language 

transfer is the use of native 

languagein the acquisition of a 

second language (Gass and Selinker, 

1983,372).As to the error of inter 

language transfer, the following 

aresome illustrative examples of 

errors made by Iraqi EFL learners:- 

1- Temporal preposition by using 

(on). 

* There are usually alot of parties 

in a new year Eve. 

In this erroneous sentence, the 

subject translates thissentence into 

his mother tongue (Arabic), and 

thinks that hersentence needs in to 

be used instead of on.The 

substitution of temporal prepositions 

by using (on)  is  an  errorthat  lower  

proficiency learners in the two stages 

make.The subject uses in as  a  

substitution for on which gives the 

meaningof {Action with "interior" 

time dimension}. 

The reason behind such a negative 

transfer error is the factthat before a 

learner becomes familiar with the 

system of the secondlanguage, the 

native language is the only linguistic 

system upon which he can draw 

(Brown, 2007, 263). 

2- Temporal preposition by using 

in. 

*They arrived on October. 

Here, the subject uses on  instead in, 

such errors reflectthe lack of 

knowledge of English prepositions 

because on is apreposition used with 

days as (on 16 October) butwith 

names of months we should use in . 

3- Temporal preposition by using 

at. 

ATweekends,  we  often  go  for  long  

walks in the country. 

Here, at is used as a substitution for 

in because the Arabic preposition 

(in), which is an equivalent to the 

English preposition at,  is  used  in  

such a context. Students of lower 

proficiency level commit frequently 
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such kind of mistakes mentioned 

above.It is evident from the study 

data that lower learners do. 

This conclusion is similar to Brown's 

(1994)  claim  that  the  early  stagesof  

learning a second language are best 

characterized by apredominance of 

inter lingual errors from the native 

language, butonce learners begin to 

acquire parts of the new L2 system, 

more andmore intra lingual  errors 

are manifested. 

4.4 Students Test Dear students, 

You are kindly requested to fill in 

this test. 

1-Jack has gone away. He will be 

back …..a week. 

(at, on, in) 

2-I've gotan interview ….. Tuesday.  

(at, on, in) 

3-Lisa's Birthday is …..the  end  of  

March.      (at, on, in) 

4-They arrived ….. October.  

(at, on , in)  

  5-There are usually a lot of parties 

…..new year'seve. 

(at, on , in) 

6-Jenny's brother is an engineer, but 

he doesn't have a job…..the 

moment. 

(at, on , in) 

7-Iam busy just now, but I'll be with 

you…..a moment. 

(at, on, in) 

8-Mary and  David  always  go  out  for  

dinner …..Their wedding 

anniversary. 

(at, on, in) 

9-…..weekends,  we often go for 

long walks in the country. 

(at, on , in) 

10-The course begins ….. 7 January. 

(at, on, in) 

Section Five: Conclusion 

This section is specified to show the 

results of the test that has been 

applied on Iraqi college students. 

The following are tables of  the right  

answers.   
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5.1Results of the test. 

GroupOne 
IN ON At Right 

answer 
20 

66.67% 
4 

13.33% 
6 

20%                     
1-IN 

7 
23.34% 

22 
73.33% 

1 
3.33% 

2-ON 

10 
33.33% 

4 
13.34% 

16 
53.33% 

3-AT 

19 
46.66% 

12 
40%                 
12 

4 
13.34% 

4-IN 

20 
66.66% 

3 
10% 

7 
23.34% 

5-ON 

4 
13.34% 

ZERO 
0% 

26 
86.66% 

6-AT 

20 
66.66% 

3 
10% 

7 
23.34% 

7-IN 

15 
50% 

10 
33.34% 

5 
16.66% 

8-ON 

11 
36.66% 

4 
13.34% 

15 
50% 

9-AT 

15 
50% 

3 
10% 

12 
40% 

10-ON 

GroupTwo 
IN          ON  AT Right 

answer 
20 

66.67% 
3 

10% 
7 

23.33%      
1-IN 

1 
3.33% 

23 
76.67% 

6 
20% 

2-ON 

12 
40% 

1 
3.33% 

17 
56.67% 

3-AT 

19 
63.33% 

9 
30%         
12 

2 
6.67% 

4-IN 

22 
73.33% 

3 
10% 

5 
16.67% 

5-ON 

4 
13.34% 

ZERO 
0% 

26 
86.66% 

6-AT 

20 
66.66% 

3 
10% 

7 
23.34% 

7-IN 

19 
66.67% 

5 
16.67% 

6 
20% 

8-ON 

17 
60% 

3 
10% 

9 
30% 

9-AT 

5 
16.67% 

6 
20% 

19 
63.33%                 

10-ON 

 

5.2 The test analysis has come up 

with the following conclusions 

according to the students' answers: 

1. Iraqi students can easily acquire 

and use the time preposition (in) in 

the right position more than (at and 

on) 

2.As a result from the test, it appears 

that the preposition (at) is much 

easier than (on) in acquisition and 

usage in written tests . 

3.The most mistakable preposition to 

Iraqi students is (on).  
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